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RECOMMENDATION:

Supported Option (With Variation):

A. Option 3: 10% negative variation.

B. A 12-month MEPS Program Option Transitional Period, starting after legislation is
enacted, will provide the industry with approximately two years to adapt. Following this
period, Option 2 will be fully applied across the industry.

C. Existing pool pump units will remain registered under the current determination for 12
months after the legislation is enacted, continuing to display the existing energy rating
label until the MEPS Program Option Transitional Period concludes.

D. The introduction of a % star rating beyond the 6-star threshold.

About SPASA

This submission is made by the Swimming Pool & Spa Association (SPASA).

As the peak industry body, SPASA represents the largest body of swimming pool and spa
industry professionals across Australia and New Zealand. Our charter is not only to advocate
and respond on issues of importance to our industry, but also proactively create and execute
strategies to enhance the credibility and longevity of our members and the broader community.

Members of SPASA include pool builders, service technicians, retailers, manufacturers,
suppliers, subcontractors, installers, consultants, and other allied trades, all of whom set
themselves apart from the rest of the industry by adhering to high standards of skill,
workmanship, and ethical business behaviour in the best interests of pool and spa owners.

SPASA’s Registered Training Organisation (RTO), the Institute of Research and Learning
(IRLearning) is dedicated entirely to the swimming pool and spa and broader industry, and its
qualifications, courses and workshops are designed in consultation with key industry
stakeholders and our qualifications and accreditations are highly valued by government,
regulators, employers, and the wider community.

Addressing Ambiguities in Pool Pump Star Ratings

In early 2023, following industry feedback, SPASA sought clarification from the Department of
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (the Department) regarding an ambiguity
in the calculation of the Star Rating Index (SRI) for swimming pool pumps.

Resolving Inconsistencies in Energy Efficiency Ratings

Through ongoing discussions with the Department, SPASA has worked to address
inconsistencies in the GEMS Determination 2021 that have led to variations in energy efficiency
ratings for certain pool pumps.

The issue arose from the use of nameplate input power in the SRI calculation, which could
sometimes result in star ratings that did not accurately reflect a pump’s real-world energy
performance. This misalignment had the possibility to cause confusion for consumers, making it
harder for them to make informed purchasing decisions.
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SPASA Industry Stakeholder Meeting

On 21 March 2025, SPASA hosted an industry stakeholder meeting, bringing together leading
pool pump manufacturers responsible for approximately 80% of Australia's pool pump
production to discuss the proposed options.

Department representatives delivered presentations, including the options paper, and
addressed questions, providing a vital opportunity to clarify the next steps in preserving the
integrity of the Star Rating system, improving energy labelling accuracy, and equipping
consumers with trustworthy information.

Stakeholder Meeting Outcome

Following the industry stakeholder meeting, SPASA successfully facilitated a consensus on a
preferred modified option (with variation) that upholds the integrity of the MEPS program and
serves the best interests of both the industry and Australian consumers.

The consensus was built on the principle of maintaining a fair and level playing field for
manufacturers, ultimately strengthening industry and consumer confidence in the star ratings
assigned to pool pumps.

Supported Option (With Variation)

OPTION 3: MEPS level based on measured input for selected pumps
Variation — 10% negative variation

After considering options 3a and 3b, suggesting a 15% or 20% negative variation respectively,
SPASA and industry attendees unanimously formed the view that a 10% negative variation was
a more robust proposition that would better position industry when aligning with the MEPS
Program Option Transitional Period.

Stakeholder attendees strongly endorsed the implementation of a MEPS Program Option
Transitional Period. They emphasised that the MEPS Program Option Transitional Period
should be clearly defined in the legislation, taking effect upon enactment, and lasting for a
period of 12 months after enactment.

This approach would provide the industry with approximately two years to ensure compliance,
allowing States and Territories time to reach agreement, ensuring smooth transitions towards
compliance and minimising potential disruption to industry and consumers.

Stakeholders accept that once the MEPS Program Option Transitional Period had expired,
Option 2 would be in full effect throughout the industry.

Existing pool pump-units already registered

In the interim, swimming pool pumps will remain registered under the current determination for
12 months after a replacement determination is enacted. Products will continue to use and
display the existing energy rating label until the expiry of the MEPS Program Option
Transitional Period.
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Introduction of Half-Stars

SPASA and industry stakeholder meeting participants advocate for the introduction of 'z star
ratings beyond 6 stars to encourage ongoing innovation and reward incremental improvements.

The current methodology for determining star ratings ceases to allow for 'z star increments
once the rating reaches 6 stars. This limitation eliminates the possibility of awarding a % star
rating beyond 6 stars and discourages manufacturers from striving for continued innovation and
further efficiency improvements.

The absence of this incremental rating mechanism effectively reduces the incentive for
manufacturers to refine their products or technologies beyond a certain point, ultimately
hindering the potential for ongoing advancements.

In response to this, SPASA and the industry stakeholder meeting participants strongly support
the introduction of a % star rating beyond the 6-star threshold. This change is a necessary step
to foster a more dynamic environment that encourages manufacturers to pursue greater
efficiency and innovation, ensuring incremental improvements are appropriately recognised and
rewarded.

An updated table would look as follows, with additions highlighted in yellow:

22. Calculating the star rating

(2) The star rating for a product is derived from the SRI according to the following table:

Derivation of Star Rating

SRI <15 1
1.5< SRI <2 1%
2< SRI <25 2
25< SRI <3 22
3< SRI <3.5 3
3.5< SRI <4 32
4< SRI <45 4
45< SRI <5 4,
5= SRI <5.5 5
5.5< SRI <6 512
6< SRI <7 6
*6.5< SRl <75 672
7< SRI <8 7
*7.5< SRl <8.5 72
8< SRI <9 8
*8.5< SRI <9.5 8%
9< SRI <10 9
*9.5< SRl <10.5 9%
10< SRI 10
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Additional Consultation

SPASA looks forward to working with the Department to facilitate and implement the supported
option (with variation) and remains available to discuss this submission at any time.

For more information

Swimming Pool & Spa Association (SPASA) Contacts:

Spiros Dassakis Ben Makepeace
Chief Policy Officer Policy Manager
spiros@spasa.com.au ben@spasa.com.au

- SPASA
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